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Dorothy Elizabeth Anderson

AUG 29, 1925 - DEC 31, 2021

D orothy Elizabeth Mize was born August 29, 1925 in Salisbury, North Carolina
and was the youngest of nine children. Her father, John, was a carpenter and
mother, Alice, a homemaker. Having only brothers close her age, Dorothy was a
rough and tumbled kid, making sure she competed and excelled in everything her
brothers did. As a teenager she fell in love with William Haskell Anderson. After his
return from serving in Europe during World War 11, they married February 14, 1947.
In 1950, I, Karen, was born, 1952, my sister Joan. In 1957, Mom and Dad packed
whatever belongings they could fit into their 1953 Buick and my sister and me and
we headed to Lakewood, Washington in pursuit of a better future. In 1961 we moved
into our home where they remained their entire lives. In 1967, they had my youngest
sister, Jo€l. Mom was 42 when she started over with a newborn, keeping her young,
younger than most her age.

Mom lived a full yet simple life. She had a brief period of employment with JC Penney located in
the Villa Plaza which is now the Lakewood Towne Center but mostly followed in her mother’s
footsteps as a homemaker. She found happiness raising my sisters and me and in regular
camping excursions and road trips. Mom enjoyed hitting the casinos and always headed for the
pull tab machine when she saw one. She and Dad were avid Canasta, Pinochle and Poker players
and regularly joined others for hours of fun.

Dad preceded Mom in death by seven years. She took pride being his primary care giver for the
last two years of his life. She remained in the home they made together with Joél joining her a
year after Dad’s death. Joél’s constant and tender care allowed Mom to live her long life in the
home that meant so much. Thanks to Mom’s good health and active life she lived 96 years always
wanting to talk about what was in the news and debating politics.

Late afternoon December 31, 2021, Joél and I were with Mom when she left this earth to join Dad,
her parents, brothers, sisters, friends and our God. We wish to acknowledge and sincerely thank
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Gina and Ann from Careage Home Health and Aunteana and Chelsea from Home Instead for
their skilled support and compassion while helping care for our Mother, the West Pierce Fire and
Rescue ladder company crew who showed her great respect and kindness when she was most
vulnerable and the Lakewood police officer for his gentle words of reassurance. We greatly miss
our parents and find comfort knowing they are together.

Dorothy Elizabeth Anderson will be buried alongside her husband, William Haskell Anderson, of

67 years at Mountain View Funeral Home and Cemetery. A small graveside ceremony will be held
on January 21, 2022 by invitation only.
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Marie Zimmerman Reed posted:

Oh Karen, Joanie and Joel, | was sorry to hear about your Mom's passing. Dottie was always so kind
and tolerant of us traipsing through her house! She and your dad welcomed the neighborhood kids
which was wonderful! She loved you girls and | remember when she let Karen paint her bedroom
black and Joanie, her's orange! Most moms not wouldn't do that! It was really fun living across the
street from you on Meadow Road all those years and your house was a great be escape from mine!
Joanie and | traded letters a few years ago and | was happy to hear that you are all going well! | will
keep your family in my thoughts and prayers. Dottie and Betty White traveled to heaven together and
are now both Golden Girls! @ J\

January 11 at 4:05 AM

@ Karen January 12 at 12:52 PM

Marie, Thank you for your kind words and memories from many years ago. | hope all is well
with you and your family. If you are in the neighborhood, drop by the house and remind Joel
who you are. Karen
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Dorothy by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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